
The Fundamentals of an 
Uncontested Divorce 
 
 
         This series is designed for the domestic 

practice novice.   Each session will focus on the 

essential components of a divorce case.  The 

speakers will utilize role playing, mock trials and 

panel discussion to illustrate the vital aspects of 

a case: interviewing the client, obtaining 

information, completing required court forms, 

filing the case, presenting the client for an 

uncontested divorce hearing and closing the 

file.  You may sign up for one or all three 

sessions. 

 

        The series is sponsored by the Rhode Island 

Bar Association’s Public Service Involvement 

Committee, the Volunteer Lawyer Program and 

the US Armed Forces Legal Services Project. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sessions 
 
Session I -  

How to Conduct the Initial Client 

Interview and Intake Conference  
1.5 ethics credits              

February 1 

 What makes an interview successful and 
what makes it doomed to fail 

 Preliminary matters - conflict checks, fee 
agreements, retainer agreements 

 Professionalism and civility: a two-way 
street 

 Information and paperwork: what you 
need and how to obtain it 

 

Session II –  

Document Preparation & Filing 
1.0 credit + .5 ethics  

March 7 

 Completing forms required by court at 
inception of divorce case filing 

 Special issues including military and out 
of state clients 

 Witness affidavits 

 Applications for ex parte orders 
 

Session III – 

Mock Nominal Trial  
1.0 credits +.5 ethics               

April 4 

 Presentation of a nominal divorce 
hearing 

 Interim and final judgments 

 QDROs, asset distribution  

 Closing your file 

 Post final motions 

 

Speakers 
 

Session I 
 

Carolyn R. Barone, Esq. 
Kirshenbaum Law Associates 

 
Janet Gilligan, Esq. 
RI Legal Services, Inc. 

 

Deborah A. Kennedy, Esq. 
Kennedy Law Office, LLC 

 

Barbara L. Margolis, Esq. 
Office of Disciplinary Counsel 

 
 

Session II 
 

Carolyn R. Barone, Esq 
Kirshenbaum Law Associates 

 

Elizabeth W. Segovis, Esq. 
RI Legal Services, Inc. 

 
 

Session III 
 

Hon. John E. McCann, III 
Associate Justice, RI Family Court 

 

Carolyn R. Barone, Esq. 
Kirshenbaum Law Associates 

 

Elizabeth W. Segovis, Esq. 
RI Legal Services, Inc. 

 
 

You must agree to accept a 

 pro bono divorce 

 in order to complete the registration 

process.  Only one pro bono case  

is required for you 

 to attend one or all three sessions. 

 



Registration Form –VLP Series  2012 
 
NAME 

 
       
 
FIRM/ 
ORGANIZATION 
 

       
 
 
ADDRESS  
 
       
 
CITY/STATE 
 

       
  
 
ZIP    PHONE      
 
 
BAR ID#        
 
 
DATE ADMITTED   EMAIL 
TO PRACTICE   ADDRESS 

 

       
 
 
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration. 

 

I will attend: 

□  Session I:  February 1    

□  Session II:  March 7 

□ Session III: April 4 

 
You must agree to accept a pro bono divorce 

 in order to complete the registration process.  

Only one pro bono case is required for you 

 to attend one or all three sessions. 

Registration Details  
 
 
DATE/ TIME/ PLACE 
Session I –    Wednesday, February 1 
Session II –   Wednesday, March 7 
Session III –  Wednesday,  April  4 
 
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Rhode Island Law Center 
115 Cedar St., Providence 
 
 
TO REGISTER  
You must agree to accept a pro bono divorce 
in order to complete the registration process.  
The staff will contact you with an available pro 
bono case or you may reach them at 401-421-
7758, or contact: John Ellis jellis@ribar.com; 
Elisa King eking@ribar.com  
 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
Please indicate on the registration form  
any special accommodation you may require  
or call the VLP office at 401-421-7758  
(TTY 401-421-1666).  
 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
You may call the Volunteeer Lawyer Program at 
the Rhode Island Bar Association 401-421-7758,  
or contact:  John Ellis jellis@ribar.com; Elisa 
King eking@ribar.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the  

 

 

 

Presented by the 

Public Services Involvement Committee 

 in conjunction with the 

 Volunteer Lawyer Program  

and the  

US Armed Forces Legal Services Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 1, March 7 and April 4, 2012 
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  

 
Subject to Supreme Court Rule IV 3 each individual session 
has been approved by the MCLE Commission for 1.5 RICLE 

credits, .5 of which will apply to ethics 

 

The Fundamentals 
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